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Damage to 
infrastructure

Floods and high winds Drought and extreme heat

Learning takes 
place 

outdoors

School kitchens 
destroyed/ 
damaged

No ability to prepare 
school meals

Illness from flood 
water (cholera, 

pneumonia etc.)

Flood waters 
blocking 

roads

Unsafe conditions 
walking to school for 

teachers and 
learners

Poor crop 
yield

Unable to concentrate 
when at school

School feeding 
programme 

affected due to 
lack of supply and 
rising food costs

Families 
experience 

food 
shortages and 

hunger

Loss of 
income

Girls get 
married early to 
secure food and 
ease burden on 

households

Unable to 
pay school 
fees/costs 
or teachers

Need to migrate 
with livestock 

and/or to source 
water

Boys search 
for pasture 
for livestock

Absence from 
school/dropout

Absence from 
school

Livestock die or 
get sick due to 

lack of 
pasture/water
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Social unrest and 
conflict early in 

drought and during 
“restocking” 

Unsafe conditions 
to walk to or attend 

school

Schools closed

Extreme heat 
creates 
difficult 

conditions

Too hot to 
walk to 
school

Learners at 
school have 
no teacher

Travel longer 
distances to 
collect water

Girls take care 
of siblings 

when mothers 
search for 

water 

Strengthen SFP funding and 
supply chains to ensure year-
round continuity, even during 

droughts

Boarding facilities for 
teachers and 

learners

Improve school 
infrastructure to 

make it resilient to 
extreme weather 

conditions

Contingency funds 
available to support 

schools to quickly repair 
damages

Learners consistently attend school, 
with attendance unaffected by 

climate hazards
Learners can concentrate when 
at school, and aren’t forced to 

stay home due to hunger

Learners can learn in safe 
conditions
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Remote learning 
and homework/ 

remedial exercises

Learning continuity 
during closures (either 
prolonged periods or 
at times of the day)

Elephants 
aggressive 

searching for 
water

Unsafe for children 
and teachers to 

walk to/from school 
during mornings 

and late afternoon

Reduced hours of 
schooling

Teachers absent 
from school

Government to 
ensure sufficient 
funds for teacher 

salaries
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Schools damaged by high winds and flooding



Bright spots

Meteorologists 
and National 

Drought 
Management 

Authority 
(NDMA) working 

with schools

Schools 
modelling 

sustainable 
practices 

through school 
gardens

Local 
community 
groups and 

NGOs working 
with schools

Tree planting 
and care


